THE  SUN   AND  THE  SERPENT

a few of the Nagas, wear a red cap. This is of
the same shape as those of the'other villagers.
The only difference's in colour. The prophet
is of- course treated with great respect, but > his
emoluments are very sma^L He has a right to
the head of -.every victinr sacrificed, and some-
times he receives an1 extra portion. He often,
too, receives snialjL ajritribufens of grain at harvest
vtjrne; and/ff frie4|mple has* an endowment, he
has a small sum from that sourt^! In most cases,
however, he derives his subsistence, mainly, from
his own land.

The foregoing does not^in all particulars agree
with descriptions, which have been given, of
the unorthodox rites practised in the south of
India. Of these latter I have no personal know-
ledge. What I have just said must be considered
as relating to Northern India only.

That all these men believe in their own in-
spiration it would probably be too much to say,
but some of them certainly seem to do so. I
have known several of them. I once asked a
man, whose father had been a chela, why he
had not been inspired. He said, simply, that the
Deo had never come to him. He seemed to have
no doubt as to the reality of his father's inspira-
tion, or the possibility of his own.

As to the worshippers, the sincerity of then-
faith is often shown by the severity of their

97                         G